Throwing His Weight Around
By Rick Ezell

“Glorify you Son” . . . “I have glorified You on earth” . . . “I have been glorified in them” (John 17:2, 4, 10 NIV).
The basic meaning of the Hebrew word kabod translated glory is heavy in weight. The noun glory means the weighty importance and shining majesty which accompany God’s presence. The verb glorified means to give weight to or to give honor to. “To give glory” is to praise, to recognize the importance of another. When we glorify someone we display their dignity, their worth, their importance, their fame. 
Jesus lived to glorify his Father. He lived that God would be famous, that people would recognize the importance of his Father. Did you notice in the definition of glory the word weight? We often say of some people who think they are important that they are throwing their weight around. If anyone could have thrown their weight around it would have been Jesus. But instead he sought to show the importance of God. He wanted people to understand and recognize the weighty importance of God in their lives. He lived his life so that God would be glorified (v. 4).
Do we pray and live so that people see the importance, the weight, of God? The sole purpose of our lives is to live in such a way that God is made known, that people see his importance. We answer Jesus’ prayer by extending the influence of God in the world.
Jesus prays that he might receive glory (v. 5). This is not a self-serving request; he’s simply asking to receive back what was his to begin with. Remember Jesus gave up his rights as God and became a human, in fact, a slave, and then died on a cross (Phil. 2:6-8). Jesus laid aside his preincarnate glory with the Father when he came to earth to be born, to serve, to suffer, and to die. Since his work on earth is finished, he is asking that his preincarnate glory be given to him again. The reason is that the Son might glorify the Father in heaven. 

Imagine as difficult as it is what Jesus did. He left heaven became a human to die for the people he created. If you or I became an ant to save an ant hill would not even come close in comparison to the measure that Jesus went for us. If anyone could “bask in the glory” for what they had done it would be Jesus. But Jesus chooses not to bask in his glory but rather reflect that glory back to God. 

Do we live and pray so that so God can bask in glory? The chief end of many people, believers included, is to glorify themselves rather than God. Glorifying God is not their objective; their real goal is glorifying themselves. God is reduced to an errand boy.

Jesus prays that we will receive glory (v. 22). Jesus is asking that the same glory that God gave him will be given to us his disciples. He is praying that we will have the same kind of weight, importance, fame. That’s an amazing thought isn’t it? We possess the glory of God within us. There is a weight, an importance, to our beings. Not because of what we are but because of whose we are. 

As believers in Christ we don’t have to muster up our importance, we are important because we possess the divine nature of God himself (Romans 8:29, 2 Peter 1:4). His being resides in our being. 

Do we live and pray understanding that we possess the nature of God? The end result of our lives is to have the nature of God so inundate our being that people see Jesus in us. Then, and only then, do we become the answer to Jesus’ prayer.
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